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For the National Register. 
ox THE FOLLY AND MISERY OF VILLAINY AND THE 
HAPPINESS OF VIRTUE. 
It is an old saying, “ that honesty is the best 
policy 5” and it may be added, with equal truth, 
that the only way to be really happy is to be 
wholly virtuous. The celebrated Junius has in- 
culcated—and, by the way, he purloined the re- 
mark from Lord Shaftesbury—that none but the 
completely villainous, or the completely virtuous, 
man can stand any chance for intellectual repose, 
or, in other words, for happiness. This, I think, 
isa little mistaking the meaning of terms; for al- 
though a thorough-bred villain may, indeed, be in- 
sensible to the pangs of reflection, from the ab- 
sence of moral feeling, that is a very different 
condition of the intellect and heart from the re- 
fined gratification of thought which arises from 
the consciousness of having acted in all cases with 
propriety and honor. In the latter instance the in- 
dividual is always sure of his happiness, because it 
does not depend upon the varying circumstances of 
life. A man who pursues the path of virtue from 
principle, and never wittingly deviates from it, 
seaches, in fact, the highest point of perfection at 
which the moral philosophy of the most celebrated 
schools of antiquity ever arrived. The doctrine 
of the Stoics, the most excellent of the old sects 
of philosophers, never taught more than a cool 
indifference to the vicissitudes of fortune; and 
surely he who puts himself practically above those 
vicissitudes by the rectitude of his conduct, more 
certainly reaches the desirable object than he who 
strives to attain it through a series of abstract no- 
tions which are always liable to be contested, and 
which but few can understand. In effect, a vir- 
tuous life founded on virtuous actions, is the very 
summit of Christianity ; and, apart from its divine 
origin, it is because the Christian system includes 
both the best theory of ancient philosophy and 
the best practical moral precepts of all times, that 
it is superior to all other systems that the world 
has ever known. The complete villaig never com- 
prehends the principles which are the ground- 
work of the good man’s enjoyments; and, by a 
certain sort of intellectual callousness, becomes a 
kind of worldly philosopher, not because he esti- 
mates things justly, but because he does not think 
at all. He may grow exceedingly cunning as to 
his outward senses, but his mind, during the term 
of his villainous pursuits, is a barren waste. As 
the mind, however, is a faculty which we cannot 
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lect which isthe villain’s boast, and which enables 

him to be composed amidst the greatest bustle of 
society, is of very uncertain endurance. Something 

may spring up in his mind, at an unexpected mo- 

ment, which will bring to his bosom the most 
piercing sensations of remorse, and leave him at 
last the victim of thoughts to which he was, in the 
outset, an utter stranger. Disease may reduce his 
nervous temperament, render him more suscept- 
ible of intellectual impressions, and awaken him 
to the darkness and criminality of deeds whose 
turpitude would make him shudder. The thp- 
rough-paced villain, therefore, can never enjoy 
positive happiness, and has not even a guaranty 
for the continuance of his apathy as to moral sen- 
sibility. Walter Scott, in his poem of Rokeby, 
has well illustrated the truth of our remarks, in 
describing the character of Bertram, who, whilst 
he is pourtrayed as the most consummate and 
hardened scoundrel in existence, has, neverthe- 
less, his final and feverish fit of keen anguish. 
Such will Bertram be found in the description of 
his interview with Edmund in the cave, after the 
attack of the robbers on Rokeby castle had failed : 
This villain had previously passed through ail the 
degrees of guilt, up to the attempt at murdering 
his best friend in a moment of the greatest confi- 
dence— 


“ He paused, and, stretching him at length, 

Seemed to repose his bulky strength. 

Communing with his secret mind, 

As half he sate, and half’ reclined, 

One ample hand his forehead pressed 

And one was dropped across his breast: 

The shaggy eye-brows deeper came 

Above his eyes of swarthy flame ; 

His lip of pride awhile forbore 

The haughty curve till then it wore ; 

The unaltered fierceness of his look 

A shade of darkened sadness took,— 

For dark and sad a presage pressed 

Resistlessly on Bertram’s breast,— 

And when he spoke, his wonted tone, 

So fierce, abrupt, and brief, was gone. 

His voice was steady, low, and deep, 

Like distant waves when breezes sleep.” 

The terrible agony of guilt with which this 

monster of iniquity rushes headlong to death, js 
well described : . 

«* And now, my race of terror.run, 

Mine be the eve of tropic sun! 

No pale gradations quench his ray, 





No twilight dews his wrath allay ; 











With disk like battle-target red, 

He rushes to his burning bed, 

Dyes the wide wave with bloody light, 
Then sinks at once—and all is night.” 

It cannot be doubted that most of the suicides 
which, from time to time, occur, are occasioned by 
the goadings of conscience, arising from tardy re- 
flexions upon an evil course of life. When the 
thinking faculty is once put in motion in a person, 
whose career has been uniformly wicked, it has 
nothing to dwell upon but atrocity—not a resting 
place for hope. The heart sinks under the reac- 
tion of the mind, and yields to the most desperate 
counsels. 

Scott, it will be thus seen, in the description of 
a complete miscreant, differs from Shaftesbury, 
who, in an essay on the freedom of wit and hu- 
mor, says— 

“‘ Had we sense, we should consider ’tis in re- 
ality the thorough profligate knave, the very cc a- 
plete unnatural villain alone, who can any w iy 
bid for happiness with the honest man. The o ily 
rest or repose must be through oné, determi: ed, 
considerate resolution; which, when once taken, 
must be courageously kept; and the passions and 
affections brought under obedience to it; the 
temper steeled and hardened to the mind; the 
disposition to the judgment.” 

In this passage Lord Shaftesbury mistakes re- 
pose for happiness, which are as different as the 
atheist’s tranquility of the grave and the philoso- 
phical Christian’s lively enjoyment of heaven. 
And his lordship, as I think I have sufficiently 
shown, runs into further error, by supposing it 
possible for even “the very complete unnatural 
villain” courageously to persevere in the resolu- 
tion of unmixed knavery. In some cases, it is 
true, where long continued habits of intemperance 
have destroyed the power of consistent thought, 
the hardy indifference of the knave may continue 
until death has closed the scene: but this is no 
contradiction to our argument; because, where 
reflexion is impossible, no question can be raised 
concerning it. The villainy meant, is of that de- 
description which has something of deliberation 
about it. 

Junius, who, in this instance, is certainly a pla- 
gairist, follows the idea of Lord Shaftesbury. He 
has, it may be said, by the admirable epigram- 
matical turn of his style, given novelty and a great- 
er force to the thought; but itis altogether the 
same. We quote the words from one of his let- 
ters to Sir William Draper, principally for the sake 
of pointing out the plagiarism : 

“Examine your own breast, Sir William, and 
you wil) discover, that reproaches and inquiries 
have no power to afflict, either the man of un- 


blemished integrity, or the abandoned profligate.’” 
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Both Lord Shaftesbury and Junius, are more 
successful in describing the unfortunate charaeter 
of the lesser villains of society. « Al] between 
(the honest man and the very complete unnatural 
villain, says the former) is inconsistency, irresoly. 
tion, remorse, vexation, and an ague-fit ; from hot 
to cold; from one passion to another quite con. 
trary; a perpetual discord of life; and an alter. 
nate disquiet and self-dislike.? Junius paints this 
infirmity of virtue and vice more briefly, but in 
terms quite as strong. “ It is (says he) the mid. 
dle compound character which alone is vulnera. 
ble; the man, who without firmness enough to 
avoid a cishonorable action, has feeling enough to 
be ashamed of it.” Walter Scott has the same 
thoughts in describing the character of Edmund 
of Winston, in the poem from which I have alt 
ready quoted : 

** But principles in Edmund’s mind 
Were baseless, vague, and undefined. 
His soul, like bark whose rudder’s lost, 
On passion’s changeful tide was tost; 
Nor vice nor virtue had the power 
Beyond the impression of the hour.” 

The principal use to which it is intended to ap- 
ply the preceding remarks, is to admonish those 
who find in themselves a bias towards a vicious 
course of life, that there is no contentment or hap- 
piness out of the road of virtue : that when cer- 
tain bounds of rectitude are past, worldly, and 
perhaps everlasting, perdition is unavoidable : and 
that, as every man by nature is not qualified to be 
a villain, and the minor species of villains are still 
more constantly wretched than the greater in 
their sinning and repentance, it behoves every 
one to consider his own nature well, before he de- 
parts in the smallest degree from propriety, and 
to weigh most scrupulously the advantages and 
disadvantages on the side of good and of evil. It 
is almost uniformly seen that neither theft, mur- 
der, or any other crime, escapes detection; and 
this arises from the inevitable effect of crime upon 
the human heart ; for if the perpetrator attempts 
to regain the right path, remorse seizes him, and 
he is driven to confess his own guilt, which we 
often see happen; and if he proceeds from crime 
to crime, temporary impunity emboldens him, 
and he is finally thrown off his guard, and caught 
in the toils of justice, if he does not previously 
commit suicide. 

BECCARIA, 

March 19, 1817. 
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UPON INSOLVENCY—ITS CONSEQUENCES AND CAUSES, 
It is very gratifying to observe that liberal and 
enlightened writers are springing up in several 
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places, in opposition to the practice of imprison- 
ment for debt. It is to be hoped that this will 
lead in the end to a complete revisal of our in- 
solvent laws, which, as they now stand, are a fruit- 
ful source of frauds and perjury. They give rise 
to chicane at the bar, which is itself a corrupting 
evil. They destroy confidence between man and 
man, and tend to poison the vital principle of 
trade, which is credit. They encourage idleness, 
because they afford facilities for deception, of 
which dishonest individuals availing themselves, 
trust, in many instances, to their wits more than 
to their industry for the accumulation of wealth. 
Insolvent laws, now in existence in many of the 
states, give rise to a thousand modes of illegal 
trusts, although so masked by the forms of law 
that they cannot easily be detected ar 1 defeated. 

Legislators should consider that these things 
destroy the morals of society, and strike at the 
very foundations of social order, and that it is 
their duty to apply a remedy to the evil, where it 
is practicable to do so. 

L admit that this is a very difficult subject of 
jegislation. The indiscretion of debtors on the 
one hand, and the avidity of creditors on the 
ather, are not easy of restraint. The only way to 
treat the case properly, is to begin at the root. 
Discountenance, among the rich, ostentation of 
equipage and profusion in entertainments. This 
is a wonderful cause of poverty and insolvency: 
for, suppose one man in a neighborhood, who 
really can afford to live in what is called great 
style; that one is enough to infuse the spirit of 
emulation among a wide circle. Wealthy dissipa- 
tion will have costly company: the commerce of 
society, like trade, always requires an equivalent, 
and he who is entertained must entertain in turn, 
whether able to do it or not, or else he is dis- 
carded from the circle. Such degradation human 
pride will not bear: so the man of inferior for- 
tune scuffles along, striving to keep pace with his 
richer neighbor, till, what with borrowing of the 
banks and procuring credit of the shopkeepers, 
he becomes bankrupt. He is then abandoned, 
with the exclamation from his former associates, 
that he was a clever fellow, but rather imprudent! 
The wheels of many a carriage are kept going 
by money obtained on loans from the banks: a 
sad mistake in those who wish to live in comfort 
and to rear their children in a respectable man- 
ner. I know that the law cannot prevent this ; 
for sumptuary laws have often been tried, and 
have always failed. But the officers of the state 
and general governments might set an example of 
economy; so might private persons of wealth: and 
if they would lead the way, their poorer imitators 
would follow, and there would be a great deal of 
misery avoided. It should not he forgotten hat 
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the extravagance of parents, in its effects, visits 
families frequently for several generations. 

On this occasion, and in this place, I cannot do 
better than insert the following extract from an 
edict against luxury, issued in the year 1811, by 
the Prince Royal Bernadotte, who was then acting 
as regent of Sweden.. The sentiments are truly 
worthy of a great sovereign : 

“ When nations the most respectable prefer an 
empty brilliancy to that which is real, frivolity to 
gravity, and the thirst of gain. to an honest com- 
petence, they are led astray; the superfluities of 
foreign countries injure the native productions of 
their own, and every one sacrifices the public 
good to his personal interest. It is in vain that 
the law opposes its authority to the progress of 
the evil, while punishment, slowly reaching two 
or three individuals, gives time for inventing new 
subterfuges. But there is a powerful mean of 
supporting the law, of rousing the national spirit, 
and of re-establishing order——it is the example 
of submission to authority, of respect for the or- 
dinances connected with decency, morals, and so- 
briety, which should be given by the first societies 
of the kingdom, by holding up the dissipated and 
the selfish to contempt, and by honoring those 
who practice temperance, and know how to im- 
pose upon themselves privations.” 


But if the law cannot correct that luxury which 
has such a pernicious influence in society, and is 
the chief cause, in the higher ranks of the com- 
munity, of distressing insolvencies, it can assured- 
ly reach and cure the destructive and gross indul- 
gencies of the lower orders. I do not mean the 
middling and decent class of citizens, but that or- 
der of persons among us, who abuse their natural 
and moral faculties by excessive and habitual in- 
temperance. Example on these would be lost; 
and, therefore, the legislature ought to extirpate 
those receptacles of drunkards, those filthy places 
where Grams are vended to even the mendicant 
for a few cents, and where low-born avarice ac- 
quires money from the ill-fated victims to the use 
of spirituous liquors. By cutting these up entire. 
ly, public inns would become, what they are real- 
ly meant to be, houses of refreshment and repose 
for weary travellers and sober citizens; and thus 
would one great source of indigence, decrepitudc, 
and petty insolvency, be removed. In place of 
these establishments of vulgar and demoralizing 
resort, there might be instituted coffee-houses, 
eating-houses, and soup-houses, which would 
yield health to the body and vigor to the mind, 

March 18, 1817. NUM. 





RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. , 


We this day conclude the documents whici: 
constitute the recent correspondence between 
the secretary of state and the minister of Spain 
They embrace three principal points ef animade 
version, te wit: : 
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1. Reclamations by the United States for spolia- 
tions committed upon American commerce, and 
for shutting up New-Orleans asa place of deposite. 
These topics are of the oldest date, and the least 
equivocal of any. We consider them, in fact, as 
admitted by Don Onis. 

2. Territorial claims by both partics. This is 
the most difficult topic, because it involves ques- 
tions of ill defined limits, and titles of doubtful le- 
gality, chiefly, as to the latter, however, we think, 
on the side of Spain. It is in this case that the se- 
cretary and the minister have played most at di- 
plomatic carte and tierce. We will give you, says 
Mr.M. the territory between the Colorado and the 
Rio Bravo del Norte for the Floridas. That, an- 
swers DonOnis, is to give nothing. The territory you 
offer is ours already: but if you will make the Mis- 
sissippi the boundary, giving Spain all westward of 
that river (that is to say, three fourths of the State 
of Louisiana, all the Mo. Territory, and our claim 
to the unexplored regions across to the Pacific 
ocean) I shall think you are in earnest! Here the 
discussion as to this point must of necessity stop; 
because it was obvious the Don was joking. 

3. Complaints by Spain that the United States 
do not adhere to a neutral character, but depart 
from it by aiding the Spanish revolutionists in 
America. Upon this head learned doctors may 
differ; and, as Sancho has very sagely remarked 
on other occasions, much may be said on both 
sides of the question. But this is very certain, 
that the warmth and vehemence with which Don 
Onis treats the matter is not calculated to subserve 
the interests of his gracious sovereign Ferdinand 
(whom may God preserve a thousand years for 
the benefit of all future patriots) with the people 
of the United States, who have a potent influence 
on their government. Besides, it is a little inde- 
corous, to say the least, to introduce into a grave 
official correspondence with the secretary of state, 
harsh epithets applied to a third party. The Don, 
in this respect, does not consult even his own dig- 
nity. He is a man of good sense, but apparently 
a little irritable, we think. It would be much the 
better way for Spain to flog the revolutionists 
than to scold them—the latter looks like weakness 
in the mother country. 

The talent of the whole correspondence is al- 
together on the side of Mr. Monroe, who is com- 
plete master of the subjects, having been a nego- 
tiator for the United States, not only as to the 
topic of spoliations, but was the principal minister 
in the purchase of Louisiana. 

Notwithstanding the discussions have been thus 
suspended, we have no doubt an adjustment of 
differences will yet be amicably effected. 
is one common point, we think, where both may 
meet; and we believe both parties sce that point. 


There 
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OUR RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 
(Concluded from page 170.) 

Copy of a letier from Mr. Dick, attorney of the Unit 
ed States for the district of Louisiana, to va 
Monroe, enclosed to Mir. Onis in the Secretary 
State’s letter of June 10, 1816. vo 

New- Orleans, March 1, 1816. 

Sin,—I have just had an opportunity of pe 
ing the letters of the Chevalier de Onis, entev ee 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of his 
catholic majesty, addressed to you under date of 
the 30th of December and the 2d of January, As 
these letters dwell largely upon transactions af. 
fecting the neutrality of the United States, which 
are said to have occurred, and to be stil] occurrin 
here, and as they charge the public authorities of 
this city with giving, in the face of the president's 
proclamation of the first of September last, pro- 
tection and support to the enemies of his catholic 
majesty, I think it not improper to address you in 
relation to these charges. 

it is affirmed by the Chevalier de Onis, “ and it 
is,” says he, “universally public and notorious, 
that a factious band of insurgents, and incendia- 
ries, continue with impunity, in the province of. 
Louisiana, and especially in New-Orleans, and 
Natchitoches, the uninterrupted system of raising 
and arming troops to light the flame of revolution 
in the kingdom of New Spain. AM Louisiana,” 
he continues, “ has witnessed these armaments— 
the public enlistments—the transportation of 
arms—rejunction of the insurgents—and the hos- 
tile and warlike march from the territory of this 
republic against the possessions of a friendly and 
neighboring power.” 

No troops at present are, or at any former pe- 
riod were, openly raised, armed or enlisted at 
Natchitoches, or at New-Orleans, or at any other’ 
point within the state of Louisiana. Arms have 
been transported from this place by sea, and other- 
wise, as objects of merchandise, and probably 
have been disposed of to some of the revolutiona- 
ry governments of New Spain. It has not been 
supposed here that there was any law of the Unit- 
ed States, any provision by treaty, or any princi- 
ple of national law that prohibit this species of 
commerce : it was considered that the purchasing 
und exporting by way of merchandise, of articles 
termed contraband, was free alike to both belli- 
gerents; and that if our citizens engaged in it 
they would be abandoned to the pena!ties which 
the laws of war authorize. 

What is said, too, about the junction of the in- 
surgents, and their hostile and warlike march from 
the territory of the United States against the pos- 
sessions of Spain, is unfounded. In the summer 
of the year 1512, a band of adventurers, without 
organization, and apparently without any definite 
object, made an incursion into the province .of 
Texas as far as San Antonio, by the way of Nacog- 
doches. No doubt many of the persons belonging 
to this party passed by the way of Natchitoches ; 
but separately, in no kind of military array, and 
under such circumstances as to preclude the in- 
terference of the civil or military authorities of 
the United States or of the state of Louisiana. 

What could be effected in this respect was 
done; twice in the year 1811—12, parties of ad- 
venturers, who had assembled between the Rio 
ilunda, and the Sabine (the neutral territory) were 
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dispersed by the garrison of Natchitoches, their 
huts demolished, and their whole establishment 
broken up. , 

The party that marched upon San Antonio as- 
sembled to the west of the Sabine, beyond the 
operation of our laws, and from thence carried on 
their operations. ‘ So far from troops, upon this 
occasion, assembling at different points, forming a 
junction within the territories of the United 
States, and marching thence, I am assured, by va- 
rious and most respectable authorities, that, al- 
though it was generally understood at Natchi- 
toches that some enterprise was on foot, it was 
extraordinary to see two of the persons, supposed 
to be engaged in it, together. The officer com- 
manding at that time the United States’ troops at 
Natchitoches, (Major Wolstoncraft) offered his 
services to the civil authority in aid of the laws, 
and to preserve inviolate the neutrality which 
they enforce. ) : 

In consequence, several individuals found with 
arms were arrested; they alledged that they were 
hunters, and there being no evidence to the con- 
trary, or rtther no proof of their being engaged 
in any illegal undertaking, they were of course 
discharged. So well satisfied, indeed, were the 
Spanish authorities of the adjoining province, that 
neither our government, or its agents, gave suc- 
cors or countenance to this expedition, that, dur- 
ing the time they knew it to be organized or or- 
ganizing, they applied to the garrison at Natchi- 
toches for an escort to bring in some specie, which 
was immediately granted. 

Toledo, who, at the time of its defeat, com- 
manded the party that penetrated to San Antonio, 
came to this city in the autumn of 1814, when he 
was immediately arrested, and recognised to an- 
swer, at the succeeding term of the federal court, 
to acharge of setting on foot, within the territory 
of the United States, a military expedition or en- 
terprise, to be carried on from thence against the 
territories or dominions of the king of Spain: six 
months, having passed, and no testimony whatever 
appearing against him, his recognisance was deli- 
vered up. 

After the discomfiture of the party under To- 
ledo, no enterprise, destined to aid the revolution- 
ists of New Spain, appears to have been ‘set on 
foot from the vicinity of the United States, until 
late in the summer of last year, when it was ru- 
mored that a party, under a person of the name 
of Perry, was forming for that purpose, some- 
where on the western coast of Louisiana. Upon 
the first intimation that this enterprise was medi- 
tated, steps were taken here to frustrate it. No- 
thing occurred to justify prosecutions or arrests : 
a large quantity of arms, however, supposed to 
be intended for this party, were seized on the 
river, and detained at the custom house for se- 
veral months; and Commodore Patterson, com- 
manding naval officer on this station, instructed 
the officers under his command, cruising in the 
neighborhood of the suspected place of rendez- 
vous, (Belle Isle, at the mouth of Bayou Peche) 
to ascertain the truth of the rumors in circulation, 
and, if verified, to use the force under their re- 
spective commands in dispersing the persons as- 
sembled, and in frustrating their illegal intentions. 
In obedience to these orders, the coast, as far as 
the Sabine, was examined, and no persons disco- 
vered. It is now ascertained that Perry, Hum- 
bert, and their followers, inconsiderable in num 
ber, passed, separately, through Attakapas, and 
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assembled about two leagues to the west of the 
Sabine. Thence they embarked for some place 
on the coast of Mexico; were wrecked, dispers- 
ed, and their plans, whatever they were, totally 
defeated. 

T have, in the foregoing detail, sir, given, partly 
from information entitled to perfect confidence, 
and partly from my own knowledge, a brief and 
hurried outline of two fruitless attempts of a hand- 
full of restless and uninfluential individuals, stimu- 
lated by the desire of aiding the cause of Mexi- 
can independence, or that of bettering their own 
fortunes. These are the only military enterprises 
against the dominions of the Spanish crown, that 
have drawn any portion of their aid or support 
from Louisiana. In both, the mass of adventurers 
was composed of Spaniards, Frenchmen and Ita- 
lians. I need notsay that these enterprises, whe- 
ther in aid of the revolutionists, or merely preda- 
tory, were not only feeble and insignificant, but 
that they were formed under circumstances which 
forbid a surmise of their being sanctioned or con- 
nived at. Every man acquainted with the state of 
public feeling throughout the southern and west- 
ern sections of the United States, knows that had 
our government but manifested the slightest dis- 
position to sanction enterprises in aid of the revo- 
lutionists of New Spain, the condition of these 
provinces would not at this day be doubtful. 

It is said that troops have been recently enlisted, 
and that expeditions have been preparing, or are 
prepared, in this city, to invade the dominions of 
Spain. The enlisting of men, and the preparing 
of enterprises, or the means for enterprises, of 
the kind spoken of, cannot be accomplished with- 
out means, or be carried on in the midst of a po- 
pulous city in solitude and silence. Yet it is 
known, in the first place, that neither Mr. Toledo 
or Mr. Herrera had or have pecuniary means for 
such purposes; and, in the second, so far as ne- 
gative proof can go, or so far as the absence of 
one thing implies another, it is most certain that 
no enlistments have taken place, and that no ex- 
peditions, or the means of expeditions, have been 
prepared, or are preparing here. 

A regard to truth makes it necessary to say, 
that what is alleged respecting the arming and 
fitting out of vessels within the waters of Louisi- 
ana, to be employed in the service of the revolu- 
tionary governments against the subjects or pro- 
perty of the king of Spain, is unfounded. At no 
period since the commencement of the struggle 
between the Spanish celonies and the mother 
country have vessels, to be employed in the ser- 
vice of the colonies, been permitted to fit out and 
arm, or to augment their force at New-Orleans, or 
elsewhere, within the state of Louisiana. 

On the contrary, it is notorious, that to no one 
point of duty have the civil and military authori- 
ties of the United States directed more strenuous- 
ly, or, it is believed, more successfully, their at- 
tention, than to the discovering and suppression 
of all attempts to violate the laws in these re- 
spects. Attempts to violate them, by fitting out 
and arming, and by augmenting the force of ves- 
sels, have no doubt been frequent, but certainly 
in no instance successful, except where conducted 
under circumstances of concealment, that eluded 
discovery, and almost suspicion; or where carried 
on at some remote point of the coast, beyond the 
reach of detection or discovery. In every instance 
where it was known that these illegal acts were 
attempting,, or where it was afterwards discover- 
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ed that they had been committed, the persons en- 
gaged, as far as they were’ known, have been 
prosecuted, while the vessels fitted out, or at- 
tempted to be fitted out, have been seized and li- 
belled, under the act of the Sth of June, 1794; 
and when captures have been made, by vessels 
thus fitted out and armed, in which their force 
was augmented or increased within our waters, 
where the property taken was brought within our 
jurisdiction, or even found upon the high seas by 
aur cruizers, and brought in, it has been restored 
to the original Spanish owners, and, in some in- 
stances, damages awarded against the captors. 

An enumeration of the cases in which individu- 
als have been prosecuted for infringing, or at- 
tempting to infringe our neutrality, in aid of the 
governments of New Spain, and in which vessels 
have been seized and libelled, under the act of 
the 5th of June, 1794, together with a list of the 
vessels and property restored to the original Spa- 
nish owners, (confining the whole of the opera- 
tions of the year, commencing March, 1815, and 
ending February, 1816) will show more exclusive- 
ly, perhaps, than any thing else can, how totally 
without foundation are the complaints of Spain on 
this head. 

The names of individuals presented in the dis- 
trict court of the United States, for the Louisiana 
district, during the year 1815, for violating, or at- 
tempting to violate, the neutrality of the United 
States, in aid of the governments of the united 
provinces of New Grenada, and of the united 
provinces of Mexico: 

Jose Alvarez de Toledo, 
Julies Caesar Amazoni, 
Vincent Gambie, 

John Robinson, 

Romain Very, 

Peirre Semeson, 
Bernard Bourdin. 

List of the vessels libelled for illegal outfits in 
aid of the same governments, during the same 
period. 

Brig Flora Americana, restored. 

Schooner Presidente, condemned. 

Petit Milan, do. 
General Bolivar, discontinued. 
Eugenia, alias Indiana, condemned. 
Two Brothers, restored. 

Enumeration of Vessels and property brought 
within the Louisiana district, captured under the 
flags, and by the authority of the governments of 
New Grenada and of Mexico, libelled on the part 
of the original Spanish owners, and, restored upon 
the ground that the capturing vessels had been 
fitted out and arme 1, or had their forces augment- 
ed within the waters of the United States: 

. Schr. Cometa, restored April, 1815. 
Schooner Dorada, proceeds restored 
16th May, 1815, 

. Schooner Amiable Maria, do. do. 

. Schooner Experimente, restored 3d 
August. 

. The Polacre brig de Regla and car- 
go, proceeds restored 18th Decem- 
ber, 1815, 

6. Schooner Alesta and cargo, being 
the proceeds of the capture of about 
18 small vessels, restored 11th Dec. 
1815, 
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7. The cargo of the schooner Petit 
Milan, restored February, 1816, ~ 
8. The cargo of the schooner Presi. 
dente, 1st February, 1816, 10,931 45 
9. Schooner Sankita and cargo, restor- . 

ed 1st February, 1816, 37,962 94 

The preceding account of Spanish roperty re 
stored to the original proprietors, after being in 
possession of the enemies of Spain, is defective 
inasmuch as it does not comprehend the whole 
of the cases of restoration that have taken place 
within the period to which the detail is confined. 
the very hasty manner in which I have made this 
enumeration, did not admit of a more accurate 
statement. The principal cases, however, are in. 
cluded in it. In several other cases, where the 
property was claimed for the original Spanish 
owners, the claims were dismissed, because it did 
not appear that any violation of our neutrality had 
taken place. 

The capturing vessels were not armed, nor was 
their force augmented, within our jurisdiction; 
nor had the captures been made within a marine 
league of our shore. The principles that guided 
the decisions of the court, as well in restoring the 
property captured, where our neutral means had 
been used, as in declining all interference, where 
that was not the case, manifest, I think, a disposi- 
tion to, and an exercise of, the most rigid neutrali- 
ty between the parties. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the 
highest consideration and respect, sir, your most 
obedient servant. 


2,444 34 


JOHN DICK. 
(C.) 
From the Secretary of State to George W. Erving. 
Department of State, March 11, 1816. 

Sir,—You will set out in discharge of the du- 
ties of your mission to Spain as soon after the re- 
ceipt of this letter as circumstances will permit. 
Our relations with that country are, from many 
causes, becoming daily more and more interesting. 
They will require your assiduous and zealous at- 
tention as soon as you are recognized by the Spa- 
nish government. 

The restoration of the diplomatic intercourse 
between the two countries, long interrupted by 
causes well known to you, presents a favorable 
opportunity for the settlement of every difference 
with that power. The president has already 
manifested his sincere desire to take advantage 
of it for that purpose, and hopes that the Spanish 
government cherishes a similar disposition. 

The primary causes of difference proceeded 
from spoliations on their commerce, for which 
Spain is held responsible, the justice of which she 
admitted by a convention; and from the refusal 
of the Spanish government to settle, on just prin- 
ciples, the boundaries of Louisiana, and to com- 
pensate, on like principles, for the injuries arising 
from the suppression of the deposite at New-Or- 
leans in breach of the treaty of 1795. The grounds 
of these differences have been so often discussed, 
and the justice of our claims so completely esta- 
blished, in the instructions ‘heretofore given, and 
in communications with the Spanish government, 
that it is thought unnecessary to enter into them 
in this letter. Other injuries have likewise been 
since received from Spain, particularly in the late 
war with Great Britain, to which it may be pra- 
per for you to advert. I shall transmit to you, 
herewith, such papers relating to our claims, 











ne 
ee 


oe 





NS oe ke eg OP we 











~Seawae, 








Vol. 1—1817.] 


every instance, as will place their merits in a just 
. ‘a conversation with Mr. Onis, shortly after 
the late corfespondence with him, he intimated 
that his government was sincerely desirous of 
settling these differences, and that it might be 
willing to cede its claim to territory on the east- 
ern side of the Mississippi in satisfaction of claims 
andin exchange for territory on the western side. 
He expressed also a desire that the negotiation 
might take place at Madrid, rather than in this 
city. Itwas expected that he had been already 
furnished with full powers to negotiate such a 
treaty, aud it would be more agreeable to con- 
clude it here if he had such powers, or might 
soon procure them, provided there was any 
rround to hope an-early termination of it. But 
from the experience we have already had, it may 
be fairly apprehended that a, negotiation ‘here 
would lead to very extraordinary delays, which it 
is wished to avoid. ; 

The president will soon decide on the whole 
subject, after which you shall be duly instructed 
of the course to be pursued, and of the measures 
to be taken. ‘These instructions shall be forward- 
ed to you at Madrid by Mr. Henry P. Smith. 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of State to 
Georze W. Erving.. 
Department of State, May 30, 1816. 

Srr,—To enable you to make the experiment 
on which the president has again decided to set- 
tle our differences with Spain, I enclose a letter 
of instructions, which being shown to the Spanish 
government, will be your authority for the purpose. 

As the justice of the claims of the United States, 
in every instance, has been fully established in 
former discussions, the documents relating to 
which are in your possession, I shall not enter in. 
to the subject in that view. It can hardly be pre- 
sumed that the Spanish government, after what 
has passed, will be desirous of resuming this dis- 
cussion. Should such a disposition be manifested, 
those documents will enable you to place the sub- 
ject in a proper light. I shall proceed, therefore, 
to state the conditions on which the settlement 
may now be made. 

The United States complained, in 1805, of inju- 
ries from Spain— 

ist. By spoliations on their commerce. 

2d. By the suppression of the deposite at New- 
Orleans; and - 

3d. By the refusal of the Spanish government 
to settle. the boundaries of Louisiana on just prin- 
ciples. 

Of spoliations there were two classes—the first 
consisted of seizures made of American vessels by 
Spanish cruizers—the second of seizures of other 
of our vessels by French cruizers, who carried 
them into Spanish ports, where they were con- 
demned by French consuls.. For the first class, 
provision was made by a convention between the 
two governments, at Madrid, bearing date on the 
ith of August, 1802, which the Spanish govern- 
ment afterwards refused to ratify. For the second, 
no provision was ever made, though the claim was 
specially reserved in that convention. The sup- 
pression of the deposite at New-Orleans was in di- 
rect violation of an article of the treaty of 1795. 
By the cession of Louisiana, the United States 
claim (and, as they think, have proved by a clear 
title) all the territory lying between the Perdido, 
on the eastern side of the Mississippi, to the Rio 
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Bravo, on the western. ‘They well khow that 
France would have claimed to the same extent, 
had she not made the cessions; though, as the 
French government declined defining the boun- 
daries by the treaties, as was desired, no appeal 
was made to it by this government, or thought 
proper, afterwards, respecting them. 


Extract of a letier from Mr Erving to the Secretary 
of State, dated 
Madrid, August 29th, 1816. 
Mr. Henry B. Smith arrived at Cadiz on the 
26th July, and at Madrid on the 10th instant: by 
him I received your letters of May 30 and 31, the 
new cypher, the special power to negotiate, and 
the other papers therein referred to. It was after 
duly deliberating on those and the several in- 
structions which had preceded them, that I form- 
ed my first note to Mr. Cevallos; this was sent to 
him on the 26th instant—a copy of it [No. 6] is 
herewith submitted.” 


JNo. 6.] 
Mr. Erving to Mr. Cevallos. 
Madrid, August 26, 1816. 

Sir,—The president is sincerely desirous of es- 
tablishing the relations of amity between the Unit- 
ed States and Spain on a solid basis, and that eve- 
ry obstacle to a permanent good understanding 
between the two countries should be removed by 
arrangements honorable and advantageous to 
both; he does not doubt of finding corresponding 
dispositions on the part of his catholic majesty, 
therefore has readily acceded to the particular 
wishes of his majesty by receiving Mr. Onis, and 
in the same friendly confidence has ordered me to 
repair to this court. 

1 am specially instructed to discuss and to settle 
with your excellency, all the ancient causes of 
misunderstanding, as well as the questions grow- 
ing out of recent occurrences which are of a cha- 
racter unfavorable to the object in view. It is de- 
sirable that no matter of future contention or jeal- 
ousy should remain, to put at hazard or to inter- 
rupt the good intelligence which the United States 
are always disposed to maintain with Spain, and 
to all the advantages of which his majesty’s go- 
vernment cannot but be whelly sensible. 

In transactions where the parties enter with 
such dispositions, and such motiyes to accord, a 
frank exposition of all the grounds of complaint is 
at once the most just and the most judicious 
course ; for to suppress or to smother any of them 
in condescension to temporary considerations, is 
but to leave the seeds of future discord, and to 
substitute palliatives and expedients for satisfacto- 
ry and solid arrangements. 

It is proper, therefore, that I should state dis- 
tinctly all the points on which the United States 
seek for redress and indemnity, commencing with 
those claims which have heretofore been the sub- 
ject of unsuccessful negotiation. I am well per. 
suaded that the whole can now be settled in a 
manner satisfactory to both parties, and without 
previving whatever animosities they may have Ori- 
ginally given rise to. 

In the present exposition, I may also forbear to 
enter into the details of the principal subjects to 
which it refers; because these have for.the most 
part in some form or other, been already brought 
to the view of the Spanish government; and be- 





cause your excellency in particular hag the most 
pertect knowledge of them. 
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The first point to which I must call your atten- 
tion, is the claim of my government for compensa- 
tion to its citizens on account of the ravages com- 
mitted on their commerce previous to the year 
1802. ‘This is an object which the United States 
never has, and never can lose sight of ; indeed the 
justice of the claim has already been admitted by 
the Spanish government in a convention negoti- 
ated and signed by your excellency on the 11th 
August, 1802. The United States still expect 
that this claim shall be adjusted upon principles 
of law and equity, which cannot be called into 
question by his majesty’s government. 

In the same manner, the United States expect 
that eompensation will be made for all the injuries 
done to their commerce, under thg authority of 
the Spanish government, or within its jurisdiction, 
previous to the date of said convention, not em- 
braced by it, and the claim for which was especial- 
ly reserved by that convention; as well as for all 
similar injuries subsequent to its date. 

The suppression of the deposite at New-Orleans 
in the year 1802, violating the treaty of 1795, 
forms another claim of great importance. 

Causes of misunderstanding of a latter date, and 
of another character, accumulated principally dur- 
ing the war between the United States and Great 
Britain. These were of so unfriendly, and in ma- 
ny cases, of so violent a nature, as to threaten an 
immediate and serious rupture between the Unit- 
ed States and Spain; but happily, the pacific poli- 
cy which has uniformly characterised the conduct 
of the United States towards Spain, was still up- 
held by considerations highly honorable to the 
moral character of the American government; 
considerations growing out of the then unhappy 
domestic state of the Peninsula, and the miseries 
and disorders to which a most unjust foreign in- 
vasion had made it a prey; the American govern- 
ment always trusting that Spain, on the establish- 
ment of its national independence, and the resto- 
ration of regular government and_ tranquility, 
would readily attend to the just demands of the 
United States and cheerfully embrace their con- 
ciliatory proposals. 

It will suffice for the present, that I mention 
but succinctly the principal matters above advert- 
ed to—these are, 

Ist. The encouragement which was given by 
the Spanish authorities in Fast Florida, to the In- 
dian tribes in Georgia, and generally on the south- 
ern frontier, to make war on the United States. 

2d. The aid given to them in that war. 

3d. The aid afforded to Great Britain by per- 
mitting supplies to be sent through East Florida to 
the Indian tribes; and afterwards, by allowing her 
to establish a place of arms in that province; for 
the purpose of encouraging and supporting the 
indians in their savage war. 

_ These acts were evident and very important 
violations of the neutrality which Spain was bound 
to observe between the belligerents. 

Her duties, as a neutral power, were altogether 
lost sight of, when the United States’ frigate “Es- 
sex” was attacked in the bay of Valparaiso. 

The seizure of American property, and the im- 
prisonment of American citizens, in various modes 
and under various pretexts, both in the Peninsula 
and in the colonies. afforded unequivocal indica- 
tions of an unfriendly temper; several of these 
acts may hereafter require special represeniations 
on my part—my present object is to bring them 


generally to your view. The president relies 
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upon the just sense which his majest 

tertain of the important crisis in ou affairs, which 
such events are of a nature to produce, for the 
adoption of a policy congenial to the interests of 
both countries; and the president persuades him, 

self that the same just and amicable disposition 
will be prompt in affording the satisfaction requir. 
ed for the injuries complained of, and that thus a 
state of lasting peace and friendly intercourse ma: 

be secured between two countries, whose relative 
situations and interests render that state so pecu- 
liarly desirable. 

Finally, the questions respecting boundaries 
which have heretofore been supposed to offer 
some obstacles to a settlement of other differ. 
ences, the American government considers ag 
susceptible of amicable adjustment, and I am in. 
structed to treat with your éxcellency on that 
subject. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
GEORGE W. ERVING. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Erving to the Secretary 
of State, dated September 22, 1816. 

I wrote to Mr. Cevallos, on the 13th instant, a 
note, of which the enclosed paper (No. 2) is aco- 
py, inviting his attention to my note of August 
26th; and on the 14th inst. I again waited on that 
minister, for the purpose of again urging him to 
reply to my said note; he made the same excuses 
for his delay as he had before made. 

On the 15th instant I received from Mr. Ceval- 
los a note of the same date; a copy of it (No. 3) 
is herewith enclosed; I also submit to you (No. 
4.) a copy of my reply, of the 19th instant, to that 
note. 

You will observe, sir, that under the circum- 
stances of the sudden and unexpected determina- 
tion of the king, as communicated by Mr. Ceval- 
los, I thought it indispensably necessary (and my 
reasons will, I presume, be obvious to you) that 
my answer should include all that passed of im- 
portance in my immediate conference with that, 
minister. Lsought the interview for the purpose 
of obtaining, promptly, explanations, which, in 
the ordinary course of correspondence, might not 
have been given for months, of ascertaining, as 
nearly as might be, the real views of this govern- 
ment in the measures adopted, and, «s far as pos- 
sible, of fixing Mr. Cevallos in a direct and loyal 
course: in fine, of forcing our business on, by one 
mode or another, to a conclusion of some sort. 
Indeed, it was impossible for me to do any thing 
more than merely acknowledge the receipt of the 
note, and to transmit it in course to my govern- 
ment; unless I could learn whether the measure 
which it proposed, was or was not likely to be ac- 
ceptable to you; for I have not seen your note of 
June 10, to which Mr. Cevallos refers, and as the 
words of his note, “ que el citado don Luis estu- 
viese autorizado para negociar,” are altogether 
equivocal, and may receive either a past or future 
construction, I did not feel confident that you had 
really invited Mr. Onis to send for powers; thus! 
could not but be apprehensive that the object of 
this government, in the measure proposed, was 
merely to relieve itself from pressure here, to 
gain time, and indefinitely to procrastinate the 
settlement of our differences: and this suspicion 
was strengthened by many collateral considera- 
tions. 

You will perceive, sir, that Mr. Cevallos says, 





in his note, that “ corre spendent orders” have 
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been sent to Mr. Onis, by which I must understand 
orders corresponding to the intention of the king 
to satisfy the president, by conforming to the de- 
sire expressed in your note to Mr. Onis, which 
must be understood to mean full powers ; and yet, 
in conversation, he allowed that such powers had 
not been sent, and accepted of my proposal to 
transmit them. However, this apparent discre- 

nce may have been mere inadvertency; he 
may have intended duplicates of his powers ; I 
resort to this supposition, because I have just now 
been informed, through another channel, that 
s full powers” have been sent to Mr. Onis; how 
the fact may be, you will be able to ascertain by 
the date of the powers; if the powers have been 
sent (unless indeed very lately) it is surprising 
shat Mr. Cevallos did not earlicr communicate the 
measure to me. 

The observations which I made to Mr. Ceval- 
los, as to my Own powers to negotiate, and my 
roposal of a special commission; these were in- 
tended rather to test his sincerity than to alter 
his professed plan. I said only what under cir- 
cumstances it had been extraordinary to have 
omitted; my earnestness naturally resulted from 
the position in which I was placed by the pro- 
posed measure, but I refrained from pushing to 
the extent, of which they were susceptible, what 
might be considered as my own pretensions ; for 
independent of the doubt in which I was as to the 
real intention of your note to Mr. Onis, or that 

out of question, of what might best suit the views 
of government, my own decided opinion was, that 

the negociation might be carried on to much 

reater advantage, and brought to a conclusion 
much more expeditiously at Washington than 
here; not only because it would be in much abler 
hands than my own, but because Mr. Onis is there 
in a situation to see, and to feel with infinitely 
more force, than Mr. Cevallos can, in the midst 
of all his distractions here, the real importance, 
nay, absolute necessity of a speedy adjustment of 
our differences. Certainly what fell from the 
minister tended to strengthen that. opinion; and 
it has been still further confirmed in a subsequent 
conversation. On the 21st inst. having reason to 
believe that he did not intend to reply to any 
part of my note of the 19th, I immediately called 
on him; I found, in fact, that the measure which 
he had announced to me, having been definitely 
determined on by the king, he considered any 
further correspondence on the matter as altoge- 
ther superfluous: indeed, that he had but the 
most superficial, if any, acquaintance with the 
contents of that note; I then read to him a copy 
of it, and having urged all the reasons which in- 
duced me to wish for his answer, he finally con- 
sented to give it—I now wait for that answer. 

[No. 2.] 
To his excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, first minister 
of state, &c. Ee. Ge. 
Madrid, September 13, 1816. 

Sin,—It is my indispensable duty again to invite 
your excellency’s attention to my note of August 
26th. ‘The importance and the urgency of the 
matters of which it treats will, 1 am persuaded, 
sufficiently explain my earnestness on this occa- 
sion; and I most ardently desire that the deter- 
minations of his majesty upon it may correspond 
to the just expectations of the American govern- 
ment, and lead to the establishment of lasting 
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I renew to your excellency the assurances of 
my very distinguished consideration. 
GEORGE W. ERVING. 


{No. 3.] 
Translation of a letter from Mr. Cevallos to Mr. 
Erving, dated 15th September, 1816. 

Sir,—Having laid before the king a note, un- 
der date of the 10th June last, addressed by Mr. 
Monroe to Don Louis de Onis, in which he mani- 
fests the desire of his government that Mr. Onis 
should be authorized to negotiate with him; his 
majesty has acceded to it to gratify the whe te 
and I have given the correspondent orders to the 
said Onis, to the end, that he may immediately 
enter into negotiation with Mr. Monroe, and em- 
ploy all the means that ar¢ within his reach to se- 
cure a solid and durable peace and good intelli- 

gence between the two nations. 

I renew, &c. 

PEDRO CEVALLOS, 


[No. 4. 
To his exceliency Don Pedro Cevallos, first minister 
of state, Ec. Ec. Se. 
Madrid, Sept. 19, 1816. 

Srr—By your excellency’s communication of 
the 15th instant, I learn, that a note of Mr. Mon- 
roe, secretary of state of the United States, un- 
der date of June 10th, addressed to Don Louis 
de Onis, in which note the desire of the American 
government is expressed, that the said Don Louis 
should be authorized to negociate with it, hav- 
ing been taken into consideration by the king, 
his majesty, with a view of conforming to the 
wishes of the president, has acceded to the desire 
expressed in said note, and that you have sent the 
correspondent orders to Don Louis, to the end that he 
may immediately enter into negotiation with Mr. 
Monroe. 

I received this, your excellency’s important 
communication, on the day of its date, but before 
finally acknowledging the receipt of it, thought 
proper to seek, in an interview with you, such ex- 
planations as it seemed to require ; for that pur- 
pose I waited on you on Tuesday the 17th instant. 
I predicated what I then said to you, on the sup- 
position that the American government might not 
have expressed a particular desire to change the 
seat of negotiation ; but that the secretary of state, 
in the note of June 10th, referred to by your ex- 
cellency, had but renewed the expression of his 
regret, that Mr. Onis should continue to urge mat- 
ters of complaint, on which he had not such full 
powers to negotiate, as he was understood to be 
in possession of previous to his reception by the 
president. 

AsI have the competent authority from my 
government to treat—am in possession of all the 
documents necessary to be referred to in what- 
ever discussions may arise—as your excellency is 
perfectly versed in all the questions which exist 
between the two governments: for these reasons 
it appeared to me that an arrangement might be 
made here, at Madrid, more expeditiously than at 
Washington. I stated expressly to you that I 
could, in no case, be under the necessity of refer- 
ring to my government for further instructions, 
requesting at the same time to know whether it 
was his majesty’s intention to:place Mr. Onis ina 
position equally favorable to a speedy adjustment 
of our differences. I concluded by excusing the 








warmth with which I pressed the subject assuring, 
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you that I was very far from seeking my personal 
—- in this matter of high public interest, 

ut that I looked only to the desired result ; and 
that if this could be obtained more promptly by 
transferring the negotiation to Washington than 
by pursuing it here, I should sincerely rejoice at 
the transfer. 

In reply to these observations, I understood 
your excellency to state, that owing to your being 
actually charged with the business of three minis- 
tries, besides the direction of the posts; and to 
the variety of other occupations incidental to your 
high employ, it was impossible for you to give 
‘tthe time to the affairs to be discussed which 
would be necessary to a satisfactory and speedy 
arrangement of them: that Mr. Onis was also fully 
acquainted with those affairs, and was in possession 
of all the documents relating to them; and though 
you could not say but that it might be necessary 
for that minister to consult with his government, 
yet even the loss of three months time on such 
an occasion would not prolong the negotiations to 
the extent which the unavoidable delays here 
would carry them to. 

These reasons urged by your excellency for 
transferring the seat of negotiation to Washing- 
ton, induced me to propose that his majesty 
would appoint a special minister or a commission 
to treat with me. I understood your excellency 
to reply, that as such minister or commission 
would be entirely uninformed, and would have 
every thing to learn on the matters to be discuss 
ed, and hence continual necessity of referring to 
you this mode could in no wise expedite the re- 
sult. 

On my asking your excellency if full powers 
and instructions had been already sent to Mr. 
Onis, I understood you to say that they had not. 

I then informed you, that after replying to your 
communication of the 15th instant, I should pre- 
pare to send a gentleman of my legation to the 
United States with my despatches ; and I offered 
his services to be at the same time bearer of your 
despatches to Don Luis de Onis ; which offer you 
were pleased to accept. 

If | may have made any mistake in this state- 
ment of the substance of what passed in the inter- 
view which I had the honor of having with your 
excellency on Tuesday the 17th instant, I beg 
that your excellency will be so obliging as to cor- 
rect it. 

I have further to request that you will be pleas- 
ed to inform me whether it is your intention to 
reply to my notes of 26th August and September 
13th, or whether I am to consider your communi- 
cation of the 15th instant as superseding the ne- 
cessity of any special reply to those notes. 

I have to request, also, that your excellency 
would enable me to inform my government whe- 
ther it is his majesty’s intention to send “ full 
powers” to Don Luis de Onis to treat upon all the 
matters in question between the two countries, 
and whether the instructions to be sent to him 
will embrace ail the points adverted to in my 
above mentioned note of August 26. 

As soon as possible after I shall be honored with 
your reply to this note, I shall send a messenger 
to my government: he shall wait, however, to be 
at the same time the bearer of your despatches to 
Mr. Onis. 

I renew to your excellency assurances of very 
distinguished consideration, 

GEO. W. ERYING. 
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Extract of a letter from Mr. Erving to the Seer, 

of State, dated at Madrid, September 27 1816 

You will perceive, sir, by my last commy - 
tions that there is now very little probabilit - 

I shall have occasion to use the ample donee 
with which I have been furnished. y¥ a 
complaints this government may have to mv 
these originating in Mr. Onis’s reports wij] a 
course be sent back to him to bring Weight into 
his negotiations. It is equally probable that he 
may be instructed to answer at Washington t 
whatever representations I may find it my rte 
to make here ; for it is now perfectly evident thet 
a principal motive with Mr. Cevallos in removi 
the negotiation to Washington, has been to 

rid altogether of the weight and trouble of it 
here, and of whatever belongs to, or may an: 
how be comprised in it. I hope that this was 
his only motive. 

I see with satisfaction that your note of June 10 
to Mr. Onis, does not admit of any other construc. 
tion than that which I conjecturally gave to it jn 
my conversation with Mr. Cevallos. It is ye 
evident too by Mr. Onis’s reply of July 34, that 
he has not misunderstood you; after this, is it to 
be imagined that Mr. Cevallos has fallen into 9 
misconception? Certainly not. I presume then 
sir, that you will approve of my determination not 
to make any attempt to alter his plan; and that 
you will agree with me in opinion that the only 
chance of accommodation with this government is 
by negotiation at Washington. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Erving to the Secretar: 

of State, dated 8th of Oct. 1816. ; 

In my despatch, No. 18, I mentioned that Me, 
Cevallos, in conversation on the 21st of Septem. 
ber, had promised to answer my note to him of 
September 19th. He was afterwards, for several 
days, so wholly occupied with the marriage cere- 
monies that not the least attention to any other 
kind of business could be expected, but these ter- 
minated, on the Sd inst. 1 wrote to him unofficially 
a note, of which the enclosed paper (No. 1.) isa 
copy; and onthe Sth I again waited on him to 
press him for the answer which he had promised. 
On this occasion I observed to him that since, by 
his note of the 15th September, he had not assign- 
ed any sufficient motives for the determination of , 
his majesty to transfer the negotiations to Washing. 
ton, it had been incumbent on me to ascertain 
what they might be, and so submit them to my 

government. 

It was with this intent that I had sought the in- 
terview of September 17th, and had stated the sub- 
stance of our conversation in my note to him of 
the 19th, which with his reply would be sufficient 
for my purpose. ‘That without explanation, the 
mere notification of his majesty’s determination, 
contained in his excellency’s note, would have a 
very extraordinary appearance, to say the least; 
my government had sent me with powers and in- 
structions to negotiate ; I had opened the matters 
to be treated on, and waited severa! weeks for an 
answer, when I was told his majesty had determin- 
ed to empower Mr. Onis. Under such circum- 
stances must it not be concluded, either that the 
Spanish government by this measure sought to 
avoid or delay an arrangement, or that it had some 
personal objection to myself? Hence the neces- 
sity of an explanation. Mr. Cevallos answered 
that the motives to the measure were what he had 
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to imagine that either the king or himself had the 
least objection personal to me; on the contrary 
it would give Mr. Cevallos peculiar pleasure to 

ttle the business with me, if it were possible for 
him to attend to it; finally, that since I consider- 
ed it important that my note should be answered, 
I should have the answer forthwith. 

Yesterday the 7th, I received the note of the 
same date of which the enclosed paper No. 2, is a 
copy. In this you observe sir, that Mr. Cevallos 

eaks of “full powers” to Mr. Onis, and the ob- 
; ct in sending them to be, the more expeditious 
ao ation of existing questions. In conversation, 
Mr. Gevallos told me that the instructions to Mr. 
Onis, would comprise ail the matters mentioned 
in my note of August 26th ; but he has not thought 

roper in this last communication, to reply spe- 
cially to the question put on that subject, in my 
note of the 19th ultimo : indeed it was impossible 
for him to answer that note, and say less than he 
has done: he seems to have written, merely to 
get rid of importunity, by tranquilizing what he 
supposes to be my personal apprehensions. — 

My despatches, (Nos. 18, 19 and 20,) will ac- 
company this, as well as those of the Spanish go- 
yernment from Mr. Onis, which are to be ready 
within a few days. - Considering the peculiar im- 
portance of these communications, | have conclud- 
ed to sendthem by Mr. Brent to the port of Bor- 
deaux, from whence it seems to be more probable 
that a speedy conveyance for the United States 
will be found than either from Cadiz or Lisbon. Mr. 
Brent will proceed to the United States, if he 
should find a suitable vessel bound home. On ac- 
count of the lateness of the season, I have thought 
it right to leave this point to his own discretion, 
instructing him, however, to make the voyage, (in 
whatever vessel,) unless he should find at Bor- 
deaux some American going to the United States, 
under whose care he shall consider the despatches 
to be as perfectly secure as under his own. 

I beg leave, on this occasion to express to you 
my particular satisfaction with the services of Mr. 
Brent, who unites in his character all the qualities 
which make a man of business, and a valuable pub- 
lic officer.” 

Translation of a letter from Mr. Cevallos to Mr. 
Erving, dated 7th October, 1816. 

Str—In answer to your note of the 19th of the 
last month, I have to say to you, that the deter- 
mination of the king that a full power should be 
sent to don Luis de Onis, proceeds from the de- 
sire of sooner terminating the pending disputes, 
and it is unconnected with any personal consider- 
ations. 

I renew to you, &c. 
PEDRO CEVALLOS. 





SIR GREGOR M‘GREGOR, 

The following sketch places the late Scottish 
leader of the Spanish Patriots in a more favora- 
ble point of view than any account we have here- 
tofore given ofhim. He is, we believe, at present 
inthe United States : 


Sir Gregor M‘Gregor, the leader of the inde- 
pendents in South America, is the representative 


ofa respectable and ancient family, was captain of 


our army in Spain, became colonel in the Spanisis 
service, had a Spanish order of knighthood confer- 
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red upon him, and was allowed by the prince re- 
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gent fo assume the title in this country. In Spain 
he fought to free the country from invaders; but 
when he saw its present monarch reward the 
friends of liberty with dungeons and death, he 
gladly joined the party in America, who are en 
deavoring to emancipate themselves from the op- 
pressions of the mother country. 

His intimacy with one of the royal dukes, distin. 
guished for his liberality and whiggish principles, 
is said to add to his influence with his compatriots. 
He left Scotland with the suitable retinue of a ge- 
neral, to which as a Highlander he thought a piper 
a necessary addition. Whatever turn affairs take 
in the new world, it must be a proud considera- 
tion for Scotland, that Americans fought for liberty 
under a Scottish chieftain, and marched to battle 
to the sound of her native pipe. The gentleman 
who has given the information, adds, that sir Gre- 
gor is not only a gentleman by birth, education 
and manners, but that he is also a man of conside- 
rable literary attainments, and that he took with 
him on his chivalrous expedition a noble library. 

London Statesman, Dec. 31. 





The following notice may be useful to the mer- 
chants : 


Vessels bound to Naples from ports in the Unit- 
ed States (says the Philadelphia Freeman’s Journ- 
al of Wednesday) are admitted to pratique after a 
quarantine of 40 days, if they come from the 
northern states; but no pratique is granted to 
those from the southern states. 

By stopping at Marseilles and performing a 
quarantine of ten days, they can proceed to Na- 
ples to obtain pratique immediately. It is neces- 
sary that the bill of health should be endorsed by 
the French consul, and that the crew of the ves- 
sel should have no communication with the shore, 
neither should any person be permitted to go on 
board; otherwise the quarantine at Marseilles 
will be extended 15 days. 

Notice is hereby given to all captains of ships, 
&c. that instead of the coal-fire which has hitherto 
been kept on the island of Borcum, a light witht 
English lamps is erecting, 150 feet above the sur- 
face of the sea; the lighting of these lamps will 
begin at the end of December instant, or in Janu- 
ary next. 

S. U. FRANZIUS, Superintendent. 
Aurich, Dec. 8, 1816. 





FOREIGN SUMMARY. 
RUSSIA. 

There has been lately sent from Italy to count . 
Romanzow, at St. Petersburg, a collossal statue, 
of white marble, executed by Canova, represent- 
ing the Goddess of Peace, holding an olive branch 
in her hand, leaning on a column with the follow- 
ing inscriptions—* Peace of Abo, 1743; Peace of 
Kudschuk ; Rainardschi; peace of Fredericksham, 
1807.” 

On the 21st Dec. the temperature was extraor- 
dinary mild at St. Petersburg ;.and the roadstead 
of Revel still open. 

Russia has given permission for the free impor- 
tation of foreign cloths into her dominions. Last, 
year the duties on them produced 6 milliong of 
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AUSTRIA, 
Mr. Prxcxxty, Minister from the U. States, in! 
passing Vienna for St. Petersburg, upon his obsti- | 
nate refusal to submit to the revenue laws, was 
oo for some hours with his suite, at the prin- 
cipal custom-house. Upon his complaints, they 
made him the satisfaction the circumstances re- 
quired. 


SWITZERLAND. 
The governnient of Lucerne and Glaris have de- 
clared their accession to the Holy Alliance. 


Emigrations from Switzerland for America have 
again commenced. 

FRANCE. 

The Atheneum at Paris was lighted by Gas about 
the 15th of January, being the first experiment 
in this way made with it in France. 

{The following articles, although not wholly re- 
lating to France, or French affairs, appear under 
the Paris head.] 

Mr. Coles, (late private secretary of the ex-pre- 

sident Madison) had arrived at Paris from St. Pe- 
tersburg, and had announced to the minister of the 
United States at the court of France, the amicable 
setilcment of all differences between the courts of 
Russia and the United States. 
’ The King of Sweden was sick of a dangerous 
malady. Madame (the baroness) Stein, had ar- 
rived at Frankfort; she has been presented with 
the order of St. Catharine of Russia. The Duch- 
ess de Berri was confined to her apartments, (ac- 
couchment). Madame Moreau had been danger- 
ously ill, but was on the recovery. The celebrat- 
ed Russian Gen. Doctorow died at Moscow 26th 
November. The celebrated Gen. and Marshal of 
the court of Russia, Count Tolstoy, died at Dres- 
den, in January, while on a tour through Germany. 
he learned and loyal Viscount de Vaudreuil, Gov. 
of the Louvre, died at Paris 17th Jan. The cele- 
Brated Gen. Le Clerc has died at Paris. 

The Polytecnic School has been reinstated at 
Paris. 

The Court of France had celebrated with great 
pomp and devotion, the funeral services in honor 
of the memory of Louis 16th, and the Queen Ma- 
ria Antoinette. 

The French papers state that Capt. Freycuret 
was about embarking on an interesting enterprise, 
inthe sloop of war Urania.—His principal object 
is to ascertain the form of the southern hemis- 
phere of the earth ; its natural appearance, mete- 
orology, and natural history. No expedition of 
this kind has been undertaken either in England 
or France, since that of Capt. {Baudin, of whose 
party Capt. F. was one ; and the results obtained 
from that expedition, give a just idea of what 
may be expected from this. 

‘The Cotton Manufacturers in France have pub- 
lished a memoir addressed to the King and the Le- 
gislature, in favor of the continued prohibition of 
foreign manufactures. 

PORTUGAL. 

Authentic letters from Rio Janerio, announce 
that the King of Portugal is preparing for a voy- 
age to his States in Europe, and that he will pro- 
bably arrive at Lisbon in the course of the month 
of May. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Lord Liverpool had arrived in London, and giv- 
en the first ministerial dinner for the season. All 
the ministers were present except Mr. Bathurst. 
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The witnesses (and even the families of the wit- 
nesses) who had testified in London, &c. against 
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the Spa-Field insurrectionists, had received ve 
menacing letters, stating that “a blow such M 
— experienced, awaited them.” — 

The principal brewers in Lon : 
their porter five shillings in the ieioa = a 
mentation would produce a half-penny mA 
from the consumer. Per pet 

The fog was so thick in London on the 8th Jan. 
uary, for several hours, that all the shops w 
lighted as in the night. a 

The Thames had experienced an ext 
overflow, and the environs of Windsor were al 
most entirely under water ; nearly half the “onto 
at Eaton were shut up ; and the inhabitants retired 
to the upper stories, receiving provisions from 
boats. In other quarters there had been similar 
extraordinary overflows. 

The British funds had experienced a small de. 
cline. The army, &c. was receiving considerable 
reduction ; and measures continued to be pursued 
in England, Ireland and Scotland, for the relief of 
the suffering poor. 

The learned are much occupied in England, in 
examining a new discovery which furnishes to 
chemistry an extraordinary power—it is fire, of a 
new species, resulting from the compression of a 
mixture of oxygen and hydrogen gas—it melts in 
an instant the hardest metals, even Platina—it re. 
duces pipe-clay to brilliant glass—it changes (if 
we may use the expression) the ciements, and 
opens a career to extraordinary experiments. 

A young man, named Thomas, of Newport, (E.) 
has invented and perfected a clock, on a system 
entirely new—it goes 384 days without once wind- 
ing up, marks the minutes and seconds—the 
wheels are of copper, the pinions of cast-steel. 

The Prince Regent of England has directed that 
in future, all the vessels in the navy shall be dis- 
tinguished by the number of guns and carronades 
they actually mount, and not according to the er. 
roneous denominations which had long ago grown 
into use. 

Since the fourth of June, 1814, the British ar- 
my has lost, in the field or by natural deaths, no 
fewer than sixty-three general officers. 

BRITISH PROVINCES. 

The Legislature of Nova Scotia has voted to im- 
port grain to supply the poor. 

A bill is before it to encourage emigration. 
Members complaining that large tracts of land 
were held by individuals, under grants, who did 
not improve them. That Adm. Coffin held a large 
tract—that one other gentleman owned 20,000 
acres—that one gentleman who had resided in the 
United States 30 years, owned 30,000 acres. One 
member observed, that such were the reports in 
Europe of the plenteousness of Nova Scotia, that 
the emigrants in a ship which arrived at Pictou, 
brought buckets to milk the wild cows which they 
understood inhabited the country. 

Licut. Gov. Dalhousie issued his proclamation, 
dated Feb. 19, declaring the law for the regulation 
of the plaster trade to be in force, it having receiv- 
ed the sanction of the Prince Regent, and the si- 
milar law ofthe Province of New-Brunswick hay- 
ing been declared to be in force. 


raordinary 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
NEW YORK. 
Two white and purple potatoes, from New Ha- 
ven county, Connecticut, were planted at Black 
Rock, on the 2th June, 1816, the tops were kilt’ 
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ed by frost about the 20th of September. The 


i ‘ -oduced one bushel, and the pur- 
ot aap ty ‘Tne eyes were cut separate and 
Pianted in about 30 —. 

OHTO, 

‘ernor of Ohio has appointed the 12th 
Poh 0 a day of thanksgiving to Almighty 

God for benefits conferred on that state. 
prvcnnetr sae ate tiaaae 
TeRJoN, sugar refiner from . . 
Pen che ceil a patent from the aaa 
for improvements in the art of ee u- 
ar, and who has refined in New York many thou- 
sand pounds of Georgia Muscovado fron the Su- 
gars of Messrs. T. Sp ding, J. M‘Queen and 7 
Wood, has deposited with Gen. Pinkney, to . 
presented to the Board of Agriculture of South 
Carolina, three samples of Sugar from the first 
granulation to the clayed state, made in the space 
of ten days from the raw Juice, on the plantation 
of Alexander Chisolm, Esq. of Coosaw. Mr. Ver- 
jon has succeeded in his trials upon many hundred 
gallons of good juice, so as to procure nearly one 
pound of Muscovado, in the first stage of granula- 
tion,to each gallon of juice, at 8degrees of Beaum s 
acrometer—and both Mr. Verjon and Mr. Chis- 
olm are assured that they should have succeeded 
as well on the whole of this gentleman’s crop, haa 
the utensils or apparatus been better adapted, and 

the season not so uncommonly adverse. 





As it frequently happens that we have occasion, 
in a brief, paragraphical way, to remark upon 
giinor subjects, we have concluded to adopt an 
appropriate and particular head for that purpose, 
which will, from time to time, be used as circum- 
stances require. ‘The head adopted is the 


EDITOR’S CABINET. 


‘The newspapers of Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
New-York, and Pennsylvania, are at present pretty 
well engaged in discussions in relation to the se- 
veral candidates for the office of governor in those 
states. In Massachusetts, the contest lies between 
Gen. Brooks and Gen. Dearhorn: in Connecticut, 
between Oliver Wolcott and J. C. Smith: in New- 
York, between De Witt Clinton and Peter B. 
Porter: and in Pennsylvania, between William 
Findlay and Gen. Heister. Of the success of any 
of these gentlemen we cannot speak with cer- 
tainty; but in New-York the popularity of Mr. 
Clinton seems to predominate over that of Mr. 
Porter. 

The inaugural speech of President Monroe ap- 
pears to have been generally well received by the 
federal, as well as by the democratic, papers. The 
political lion at present lies down with the lamb ; 
but how Jong they will continue thus is doubtful. 

It is believed that the Algerine treaty lately re- 
ceived is not an entirely new onc; but the late 
one slightty mogifietl. 
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It is stated in the United States Gazette of the 
15th inst. that Mr. Daschkoff does not labor under 
the displeasure of his sovereign on account of his 
conduct in relation to the affair of Mr. Kosloff, 
but that he returns to Russia at his own request. 
Mr. Madison’s objections to the bonus dill, as it 
is called, are not so well relished by some of the 
public prints. We confess that we do not feel 
ourselves altogether satisfied with his veto in this 
case. It is true, there is no specific power given 
to the congress by the constitution for making 
roads and canals: but then there is no power given 
by that instrument to institute a bank of the Unit- 
ed States: none to purchase Louisiana for the pur- 
pose of securing the free and entire navigation of 
the Mississippi river to the western states. Yet 
congress, and two very democratic presidents, have 
done the two latter. There is, besides, something 
a little diverting in the objection assigned by the 
veto: Mr. Madison admits that provision for roads 
and canals would be very beneficial for the coun- 
try, but would violate the constitution; which is 
just as if a man’s constitution would not allow him 
to eat when he became hungry and required food. 
A report made by a sub-committee, in the city 
of New-York, on the condition of the , suffering 
poor of that place, states that 15,000 men, women, 
and children, equal to one seventh of the whola 
city, have, during the past winter, been supported 
by public and private bounty. The committee as- 
sign, as the most prominent and alarming cause, 
the free and inordinate use of spirituous iquors. 
It is also agserted that there are 1800 taverns and 
tippling shops licensed in New-York, and a me- 
morial has been drafted to the legislature request: 
ing that measures maybe ‘taken to remedy the 
evil. It is a remarkable fact, highly reputable to 
the moral police of Philadelphia, that in the latter 
city and county there are, in all, not more:than 
430 houses of the same description, including beer 
and ale-houses. 


We have, under date of Gibraltar, Jan. 4th, an 
account of the disturbances which are said to 
have taken place in the ports of Sicily between 
some American officers and English sea captains.., 
The dispute is alleged to have originated in the 
circumstance of an American (black) seaman, be- ~ 
longing to the Java frigate, having stolen some 
leather from on board a British merchant vessel, 
for which the crew of the latter flogged him. He 
made his complaint to the commodore of the U. 
States squadron; and some American officers go- 
ing on shore at Messina, met with the captain of 
the British vessel, whom they beat. The alterca- 











hion continyed until the maste# of the English 
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merchantman sailed, when, it is represented, the 
Americans impressed one of the British crew. As 
the account is wholly English, we ought to make 
some grains of allowance for partiality, and wait 
till we hear from our own officers on the subject. 

We have received various detached articles of 
news froin those Spanish provinces which are now 
in a state of revolutionary commotion. It does 
not appear that any decisive blow has been struck 
either by the Ferdinandists or Independents. Gen. 
Mina’s force has reached Matagorda, and seemed 
to be gathering strength. Accounts concerning 
Gen. Bolivar are various, but Gen. Morillo appears 
to be in considerable force. At Buenos Ayres all 
was quiet; and what seems strange is, that the 
Portuguese army should be suffered, without mo- 
lestation from the Independents on the western 
side of the river of Plate, to take possession of 
the territory on the eastern side of that stream. 
Monte Video would seem to be closely invested, 
if not absolutely taken. {n a proclamation signed 
by Gen. Lecor, it is asserted that this military oc- 
cupation of that portion of the Spanish provinces, 
is a measure agreed on between the cabinets of 
Spain and Portugal: perhaps in consequence of 
the marriage of the princesses of the house of 
Braganza with King Ferdinand and his brother. 
But one would think that the government of Bue- 
nos Ayres would have found it good policy to have 
assisted their brethren on the opposite side of the 
river on this occasion. The London Courier de- 

gnies, (as it asserts) upon authority, that any treaty 
exists between the Portuguese and Spanish courts, 
which sanctions this invasion of the district of 
Monte Video; and yet it is difficult to conceive 
upon what other ground the Portuguese army 
can proceed. Spain appears to be transporting 
troops for the reduction of her refractory colo- 
nies; and the little naval squadrons of the inde- 
pendents and royalists are still blockading and 
counter-blockading one another. 

We regret to find that these South-American 
wars are productive of evil in a very serious par- 
ticular to the United States. Under the mask of 
patriotism, several privateers—probably some on 
both sides—have become plunderers. In this 
wharacter they have infested many of the West 
India islands so much, that the seas in that quar- 
ter threaten soon to present us with a scene re- 
serrsling that which, in former years, was exhibit- 
ed by the famous Buccaneers. In consequence, 
the governments of the suffering islands begin to 
look about them for protection. By an article of 
news from St. Thomas we observe that one of 
these roving privateers had been captured and 
carried in there, by an armed vessel fitted out at 
the expense of the merchants of the place. The 
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prize was condemned, and the sailors t 


urned over 
cy respect. 
ere Americans, 
tates refused to 


to the consuls of the nations to which th 
ively belonged. Many of them w. 
but the consul of the United § 


take charge of them, because he had no fund out 


of which he could support them. There is no 
question but what the consul was, in a legal point 
of view, perfectly right ; for as the acts of Con. 


gress now stand, in relation to the relief of dis 


tressed Ameri 

erican seamen, the Money appropri. 
ated to that object only applies to mariners left 
destitute in foreign countries in a lawful course of 
trade. Meanwhile the seamen perish, or disperse 
into other lands, and are eventually lost to the 
United States. This class of our citizens are too 
valuable—too long in rearing and perfecting—to 
be lightly thrown away. We should like, there. 
fore, to hear that our secretary of state, under 
whose special control this branch of government. 
al superintendence is understood to. be, had turn. 
ed his thoughts to the subject, and devised some 
suitable remedy for the case. 

A pedlar in Ohio is said, in a Columbus paper of 
the 6th instant, to have been vending wooden nut. 
megs. The cheat would not have been so great 
if he had been paid in some of the various species 
of paper money lately afloat. 

The following notice has appeared in a New- 
York paper. We do not consider that the policy 
of this measure on the part of the British govern- 
ment will be injurious to the interests of the Unit- 
ed States. Canada is eventually destined to fall 
into the American Union, so that this sending of 
settlers thither is nothing more than employing 
emigrants to clear lands for the future and com- 
mon benefit of North America. A great. deal was 
said last war about the conguest of the Canadas; 
but it will, a few years hence, be wholly unneces- 
sary to push the junction of them with our Union 
in that manner. We might, with propriety, make 
the same remark in relation to the Canadas that 
the old lady did with regard to the women gene- 
rally, who wondered the men would run after 
them, as, if left to themselves, they would rua 
afier the men: 

“His Britannic Majesty’s Consulate, 
“ New-York, 28th Feb. 1817. 

(cP “ Having laid before my government the 
distressed state of the numerous emigrants whe 
arrived at this port during the last year, and made 
application at this office for aid to return to Great 
Britain and Ircland, or to his majesty’s colonics in 
Upper Canada, and having promised to give pub- 
lic notice to them of the result, | hereby inform 
such British subjects as can- produce satisfactory 
evidence of good conduct and industrious ‘habits, 
that I am authorized to place all such in a situation 
whereby they may obtayn the important privileges 
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in his majesty” rinces of Upper 

tlement in his majesty’s province 
a or Nova Scotia. Application to be made 
between 10 and 11 each day. No reply to any 


F aid. 
fetter if not post par «JAS. BUCHANAN. 


N. B. Passports have already been granted at 
dis Mice to 340 persons to proceed to Upper 
Canada.” 


Weare glad to find that the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, at its present session, have voted an ad- 
dition of 350 dollars per annum to that unfortu- 
nate, but well educated and patriotic officer of 
the revolution, Gen. Arthur St. Clair. 

Mr. Ogilvie, the well known orator, has em- 
barked on board the ship Erin, at New York, for 
Liverpool. We have heretofore understood that 
Mr. O. is heir to a Scottish title of nobility. 

The officers at the seat of the general govern- 
ment, who are in the confidence of the executive, 
appear to us to be very leaky vessels; but then, 
to use a homely similitude, they let out more at 
the spigot than they do at the bung-hoie. It is 
from the ends of the union generally, and not at 
the centre, that we are first informed of certain 
intentions on the part of our rulers. Thus, it is at 
present reported that Mr. Rush is to succeed Mr. 
Adams at the court of St. James; that the U. S. 
sloop of war Hornet, capt. Ballard, is to convey 
him to England and return with Mr. A.: and that 
a bearerof despatches has arrived in N. York to 
embark in the Hornet, whose name is Mr. Daniel 
Pope Cook. We give these reports as we find 
them, taking it for granted that they are, in the 
main, true. 


On the 30th of January last, a youth of 17 years 
of age, named Horace Burr, is said to have died 
of hydrophobia, in Rowe, Massachusetts. The 
cause assigned is, that he caught the disease by 
skinning a fox in April preceding, which had died 
of that disease. How doesthis agree with the pre- 
vailing medical doctrine of absorption? In a 
note to a late edition of Richerand’s Elements 
of Phisiology, it is stated that repeated and 
accurate experiments have rendered it highly 
probable, that the pulmonary organs, and not the 
skin, constitute the avenue through which certain 
substances enter the system. 

We presume that what has been asserted in a 
Philadelphia print, in relation to the Senatc’s hav- 
ing refused to ratify the treaty with Sweden, ne- 
gotiated by Mr. Russell, is true, otherwise the trea- 
ty itself, according to usage, would have been 
published by the Government. It has been con- 

jettured that this refusal to ratify is what has oc- 
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casioned Mr. De Kantzow’s intended visit to Swe- 
den, whither he will be gone, we understand, about 
eighteen months. Mr. Gahn, the Swedish Consul 
General, who is to act as charge des affaires ad 
interim, is, we are told, fully competent to the cur- 
rent duties of the situation. 

It appears that Mr. Meade, formerly navy agent 
for the United States at'Cadiz, has not yet been 
released from confinement by the Spanish govern- 
ment. The cause of his imprisonment arose out 
of pecuniary transactions with the authorities of 
that nation. 

It would seem, by rumors afloat, that the Unit- 
ed States are greatly extending their commercial 
treaty connexions with foreign powers. Mr. Pink- 
ney is said to have made a convention of that na- 
ture with the Pope ; and it is no extravagant con- 
jecture to suppose that the route which Mr. P. 
took, through Vienna, had for its object a treaty 
of the same sort with the emperor of Germany, 
who is said to be favorable to a friendly trade and 
intercourse with this country. These compacts, 
we take it for granted, do not come exactly with- 
in Mr. Jefferson’s description of “ entangling al- 
liances.” 

At a late hour on Saturday night, the 15th ipst. - 
the Supreme Court of the United States, which 
had been in session for six weeks, adjourned. 
The court was constantly sitting, with the excep- 
tion of Sundays, during the whole time; and we 
were pleased to observe the good health of. the 
chief justice, which enabled him to pay the most 
unremitting attention to the discharge of his ar- 
duous duties. The attormey general displayed 
his usual industry and talents throughout the 
term, and was not withdrawn from the labor of his 
legal functions, although performing, for the few 
last days of the session, the duties of secretary of 
state. 

We regret to perceive in a Philadelphia pristt, 
the name of Judge Marshall introduced in political 
altercation, in a harsh and wholly unauthorized 
manner. Among other reprobatory remarks, al- 
lusion is made to his opinion in the case of Col. 
Burr. We most cordially, as every good_citizen 
must, condemn the conduct of Aaron Burr during 
the presidency of Mr. Jefferson. But then the de- 
cision of the Chief Justice of the United States 
upon his trial at Richmond, which, by impartial 
lawyers on both sides of the political question of 
the day, is held to be a very sound one, was by no 
means unfavorable to liberty. It is unpleasant to 
observe how many of those who avow republican 
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rected party zeal, advocate doctrines which are 
destructive of these principles. In the case of 
Judge Marshall, his opinion, if borne out by the 
facts, and we believe it was, was such as every 
freeman ought to desire ; for, in trials for treason, 
the danger does not lie in the judge’s deiciding in 
favor of the citizen or subject, but in determining 
in favor of the government or crown. History in 
general will bear us out in this remark ; and we 
may with safety appeal to the history of England 
for the truth of it. Besides, we do not understand 
the policy of reviling men of the very first talents, 
whose lives are exemplary; as, however it may 
comport with the virulence of party todo so, they 
are useful and ornamental to the nation and ought 
to be cherished. 

Lance Cooper, esquire, lady and child, are an- 
nounced as having arrived at Charleston, in the 
ship Belle. This gentleman is denominated in the 
newspapers “ H.B.M. Consul General to the Unit- 
ed States ;” which we presume is a mistake, as 
Anthony St. John Baker, esq. now in Washington, 
holds that situation. It is probable that Mr. Coop- 
er is British Consul for South Carolina. 





ABBREVIATED SUMMARY, &e. 


Mr. Sergeant who went out for dollars to Eng- 
land, has arrived there; in consequence of which 
the price of dollars rose. 

Mr. Cook, said to be the bearer of despatches, 
and who, it was reported, was to proceed to Eng- 
land in the United States sloop of war Hornet, it 
-is now stated, upon better information, is to go 
in a merchant vessel, and that Mr. Adams is to 
return in the same manner. [See an article in this 
number of the Register.] 

The British brig Mary has arrived at Charleston, 
from Kingston, Jamaica, with 160,000 dollars in 
specie. 

It is reported that the king of Spain is about to 
send deputies to his revolted colonies, to endeavor 
to bring about a reconciliation. 

The prospect for reformation in England ap- 
pears, from all accounts, to be as favorable at this 
time as at any former period.. Many very distin- 
guished men have arrayed themselves on the side 
of the people. Among these we are pleased to 
see the celebrated Curran, the fire of whose ge- 
nius still sparkles with uncommon brilliancy. At 
a select, but numerous, meeting of the friends of 
reform, he delivered a speech upon the subject, 
which well deserves to be put on record. 

A great riot has lately taken place in the theatre 
at Charleston, S.C. occasioned by a previous dif- 
ference between the manager and one of the per- 
formers, in which the audience took part with the 
latter, and destroyed almost all the ornaments and 
conveniences of the house. 

The House of Assembly of the state of New 
York, on Wednesday, the 12th inst. in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Walbridge in the chair, had under 
consideration the bill for the abolition of slavery 
within that state, when, after an animated discus- 
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- by William Warden, surgeon of that vessel, 








sion, the question on the clause declaring ali ne- 
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groes, mulattoes, and mustces, within the 
free, after the 4th day of July, one thousand 
hundred and twenty-seven, 
firmative by a large majority. 

The emperor of Russia has man 
the warm friend of the Prince Roy. 


State, 
; el 
was carried in ind 


ifested himself 


of | al of Sw 
Bernadotte, and insisted on the king of prise 
sending a minister to that court. bi 
The British ministers have taken tl 
have summoned all their friends, by special = 
ten notice, to be particular in a’ tending parlia. 
ment at the opening of the session. The : 


tion is expected to be more than usually powead 





NOTICE OF NEW PUBLICATIONS, &e, 


Riley’s narrative of the loss of the American brig Com. 
merce, wrecked on the coast of Africa in 1815, Riley was 
master and supereargo of the vessel, and the work purport; to 
dtm, Hi Gaieaibehesinaldty io Genemen ne 
ladelphia. . das 

Emblems Divine and Moral, by Francis Quarles. For sale 
asabove. Embellished with 80 wood cuts, 

Memoirs of the life of Anthony Benezet, by Robert Vauxy 
Published by James P. Parke, Philadelphia, 

On the 13th inst. Mr. Colden . 
the Philosophical Society of aes — werd 

’ iographical mee 
moir of the iate celebrated Robert Fulton. The reading oc- 
cupied three days. It is hoped that the memoir will soon ap- 
pear in print. 

Bonaparte’s Conversations, on board the British ship !Nor-. 
thumberland, and at St. Helena: reported in letters written 
This work 
should, we think, be received with caution. We have perused 
some extracts from it, and several passages are certainly of ag 
equivocal character. The publication may be intended to 
answer political purposes in France and Great Britain; and 
it should be remembered that Napoleon is a prisoner, and 
cannot speak for himself in contradiction of it. It has been 
published in Philadelphia, by Moses Thomas. 

The French Commercial Code, with notes of reference to 
judicial decisions, by J. B.Sirey. For sale by H. Hall, Phila- 
delphia. 

Jesse Torrey, jun. has just published, in Philadelphia, a 
Portraiture of Domestic Slavery in the United States, embel- 
lished with six copper plate engravings ; among which are 
“ A correct view of the Capitol of the United States since its 
capture and conflagration by the British army, representing 
also the mode in which slaves are driven through the city of 
Washington in coffles,” &e. &e, 

Proposa!s have been issued in Philadelphia for publishing 
the works of Alex. J. Dailas, with his biography prefixed, and 
accompanied by portions of his correspondence, both public 
and private, by his son, George M. Dailas. 

S. 1. Armstrong, of Boston, contemplates the publication of 
asecond edition of * Scott’s Family Bible,” to correspond, in 
ali respects, with his first edition. 

A volume’of Voyages and Travels, by Capt. Amasa Delano, 
will issue fiom the press, in Boston, about the middle of April. 

Judge Hay wood, of Teanessee, (formerly of North-Carolina) 
is about to publish a volume of Reports of Decisions in the Su- 
preme Court of that State.» They will include some leading 
cases made before the commencement of the Fall Circuit, 1816, 
and those made in that Circuit, 

it appears that the Franklin Manuscripts have been pui- 
chased by Mr. Coiburn, and that the first portion, containing 
his correspondence, will very soon appear. 

B. Smead, of Bath, has announced his having in the press, 
a pamphiet of 60 pages, entitied * Causes of the destruction of 
the American towns on the Niagara frontier, and failure of the 
campaign of 1313,” by George M‘Clure, brigadier geueral of 
New-York nglitip. 





